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TECHNICAL GUIDANCE FOR VIRTUAL SPEAKER PARTICIPANTS 
 
 
Dear Speaker Participant, you are welcome to the Summer Field School. These guiding notes are 
prepared for clarifying some of your doubts and to facilitate further the process of participation 
and preparation of paper as well as the presentation. Please read the relevant sections as 
described below. We hope that majority of your questions will be answered in these points; if 
any question is still not answered, you may ask without hesitation. 
 
1. Difference between Virtual Speaker Participant and Virtual Attendee Participant 
 
You may have noticed, we have three categories of participants: (1) Delegate Participant, (2) 
Virtual Speaker Participant, (3) Virtual Attendee Participant.  
 
The Speaker Participation is a serious and engaging participation process. Hence, it requires the 
Speaker to be fully participatory in the process of technical sessions of the Summer Field School. 
Because the program is happening in Online mode along with face-to-face, some sort of active 
participation must be there. Through presenting a research/review/case paper, the Speaker will 
share his/her experiences and own work. Your presentation will be heard by the Delegate 
Participants attending the program physically and by the Virtual Attendee Participants, apart 
from the faculty Members and others. 
 
Added for benefitting many others for knowledge gaining purpose, the Virtual Attendee 
category is of non-serious participants willing to attend one or more sessions. They will not 
present any paper. No abstract. They are just passive attendees. 
 
So, there is always a difference between active participation and passive participation. Active 
people do more work, and passive do almost nothing. Many Speaker Participants think why 
they are burdened. We do not have any intention of burdening you. We want to engage you 
actively in the teaching-learning processes and make it more inclusive with more and more field 
inputs. We also want to keep you engaged for the long-term as well. This relationship is not 
going to end with the Summer School only. In the future, you may be one of the Faculty 
Members or Experts in some of our future programs. We are to initiate cultivating this process 
from now.  
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2. Registration Process 
 
For a Speaker Participant, it is mandatory to present his/her work (research/review/fieldwork) 
in specified Technical Session in front of all the audiences. Like conferences, there will not be 
any parallel session in this program, hence giving an opportunity to all the Speakers to be heard 
by entire lot of the audience. The registration is very simple, and you know it very well since 
you have already registered or being nominated by our Partner organization. 

 
3. Profile for Speaker Participants and their Abstracts  
 
As soon as we receive the application or nomination of a Speaker Participant, we send a request 
letter for filling in a Profile Information Page. This profile page (in PDF file) is linked to your 
name on the page https://www.grassrootsglobal.net/mer2023/list-of-participants.html. This 
profile information primarily contains entries of your Basic Info, Photograph, Abstract and 
existing Weblinks (e.g., your webpage on your institution website, Research Gate, Google 
Scholar, Researcher ID, Scopus ID, ORCID, LinkedIn, etc.). Please note that Abstract is 
mandatory item (on which you will write a full research/review/case paper). 
 
The presentation (PowerPoint or other file format) will also be linked on this page. The 
Presentation (PPT file) is expected to be submitted to us by 31 August 2023. 
 
4. Preparatory Work on Research/Review Paper or Field Case Study or Casework 
 
All participants will be given full space to present their individual papers in chosen Technical 
Sessions of the Summer School. The Abstract should contain the running text containing the 
information regarding: 

o Title of paper 
o Keywords 
o Introduction sentences 
o Methods or Methodology 
o Key Findings 
o Concluding sentences 

 
If you are writing a Full Paper (not a requirement of Summer School), an Author Guideline to 
preparing a paper can be consulted on the website of one of the journals published by The 
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Grassroots Institute. It is a useful resource for preparing your manuscript. Please download it 
from the link https://grassrootsjournals.org/gjnr/file/author-guidlines.doc.docx.  
 
Your abstracts will be compiled as an ISBN book “MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS AND RESOURCES 
MANAGEMENT” – Volume 3.  
 
5. Training Methodology & Pedagogy  
 
From the beginning, we have tried to make this practical training a learner centric. The Speaker 
Participants will be given full space and priority in pedagogy. On the given topics, the lecturers 
will be delivered by using creative and participatory methods. However, online mode of 
content delivery provides limited scope of inviting participants to express them actively. Yet, 
the online sessions are designed in a way that the Speaker Participants get full space for their 
presentations and expression of their views and experiences. If possible, pre-assessment of 
existing knowledge and post-assessment of acquired knowledge can be arranged through a 
survey tool or Google Form.  
 
Originally Planned Methodology 
The trainings are interactive, and experience based. Our Faculty Members were to use a variety 
of formats: lectures, case stories/studies, group discussions, group works and field visits. 
Delegate Participants have to develop individual Action Plan, in which they need to integrate 
all training topics and relate them to the reality of the participants’ field situations. So, in 
nutshell the following features were proposed to be employed during the delivery of training: 

1. Participatory learning methodologies 
2. Substantive reflections of participants' own personal capacities 
3. Group deliberation and experiential activities 
4. Handouts and reading materials 
5. Residential venue and learning practice without formal time limits. 

 
Which methods can now be applied in Online Mode? 
Compared to face-to-face interactive mode of training and teaching, the Virtual Mode restricts a 
teacher or trainer’s access to the learners. We believe that engaging the participants in teaching-
learning process will be a constraint. Similarly, possibility of making groups of the participants 
and letting them perform any exercise on a task is remote. Moreover, the number of participants 
is also going to be high. More interactive methods succeed when size of the learners’ group is 
optimal. Large groups (above 40) become unmanageable for interactive modes. 
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Hence, the following methods are proposed to be practically possible in given circumstances: 
 

1. Substantive reflections of participants' feedback, ideas, questions (participants can give 
their feedback and inputs using the Chat window. Somebody will be documenting the 
feedbacks or questions, or reflections expressed by participants. At the end of the lecture 
or the session, the important points will be read by the person documenting it or by the 
Moderator of the sessions. All these documented points will also be integrated in the 
Report. 

2. Between the technical sessions, there will be Question Hour (30 minutes) during which 
participants will be able to speak their experience or expert opinion befitting the topics 
covered under that particular technical session.  

3. Each Speaker Participant is expected to present his/her research or review or case study 
paper using appropriate presentation method. He/she will be given 10 minutes to 
present. Such presentations will be set up in 3rd technical sessions. Two Speakers can also 
be permitted to present one paper.  

4. In addition to the lecture delivered by the Faculty Member(s), a Faculty Member will also 
provide (well in advance) the handouts and reading materials, notes, published or 
unpublished article, bibliography, audio-visual aid, graphic illustration, or a software. 
These learning aids/material as well as the lecture PPTs or other type of files will be 
linked/uploaded and be freely accessible. See the active links in front of each lecture 
topic on the Schedule page.  

 
Virtual Platform and Timing Zone 
We will be using Zoom and the link will be available on the home page of the website 
https://www.grassrootsglobal.net/mer2023 from 25 August onwards.  
 
The time zone is Central European Time Zone.  
 
6. Preparing for Presentation 
 
Every Speaker is supposed to prepare a short presentation in PowerPoint based on the Abstract 
submitted. You will be given 7-10 minutes to present it. Therefore, your presentation should not 
be lengthy. It should contain highlighting slides: Title and author names/affiliation, 
Introduction, Salient points of result/findings, Conclusion, Recommendation (optional). Your 
presentation file(s) should reach to us by 31 August 2023. The technical session, in which you 
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would be presenting, is already allotted and is visible publicly on the Schedule page. You 
should note the time of your presentation will be from 15.00 hours CEST. The sequence of your 
presentation may change. The allotted session for your presentation will not change.  
 
7. (Optional) Full Paper Submission and Publishing 

 
If you are interested to publish your full paper, you may submit to any of our journals. There 
are 5 different journals: 
 

GRASSROOTS JOURNAL OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
www.grassrootsjournals.org/gjnr | nr@grassrootsinstitute.net 
WEB OF SCIENCE, CABI, EZB, Scilit, EuroPub, IC, WorldCat, FAO-AGRIS, ZDB, WZB, 
MIAR, etc. (Low APC Fee; Publishing 3 times a year) 
  
JOURNAL OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW & POLICY  
www.grassrootsjournals.org/jelp | jelp@grassrootsjournals.org 
HeinOnline, EuroPub, J-Gate, WorldCat, Scilit, Crossref, etc. 
(Low APC Fee; Publishing 3 times a year) 
  
JOURNAL OF POLICY & GOVERNANCE  
www.grassrootsjournals.org/jpg | jpg@grassrootsjournals.org 
HeinOnline, EuroPub, J-Gate, WorldCat, Scilit, Crossref, etc. 
(Low APC Fee; Publishing biannually) 
  
AGROBIODIVERSITY & AGROECOLOGY  
www.grassrootsjournals.org/aa | aa@grassrootsjournals.org 
Biannual. No Fee. No indexing. 
  
PASTURES & PASTORALISM 
www.grassrootsjournals.org/pp | pp@grassrootsjournals.org 
Annual. No Fee. No indexing. 
  

For detailed information, author guidelines and published articles, please read our website 
www.grassrootsjournals.org. General enquiries can be addressed to info@grassrootsjournals.org 
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8. Pre-Training and Post-Training Assessment  
 
Each Speaker Participant MUST have to fill in the Pre-Training Assessment (Google) Form and 
Post-Training Assessment (Google) Form. Without filling the Pre-Training Assessment Form, 
you will not be allowed to do a presentation. Similarly, without Post-Training Assessment 
Form, the Certificate will not be issued. Both the assessment form will be linked on top of 
Schedule page.  
 
Through relevant questions in periodic assessments, we would like to measure the impact of 
our practical training on your respective work.  
 
9. Speaker Participant Certificate 
 
Within 2-3 weeks of the completion of the Summer Field School, each Speaker Participant will 
be provided with a Certificate of Participation (Speaker Participation). This certificate will be 
jointly issued by all the Lead/General Partner institutions and the Collaborating organizations. 
Logos and names of all partners and collaborators will be printed on the Certificate. The 
Academic Committee members will sign the Certificate digitally. To be eligible for the full 
program Certificate, each participant will be required to attend at least 18 hours on any 3 days 
out of total 9 days of the program. This Certificate will mention the title of the paper presented 
by the Speaker, along with the name, affiliation and quantum of hours attended.  
 
 
FINALLY, WE WISH YOU A GOOD LUCK! 
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Additional Tips for Presentation 
 
To prepare your presentation and deliver the content, you may find voluminous literature on 
internet. Yet, following few points are worth noting: 
 

 Clarity: This is promoted by using explicit smoothly flowing language and avoiding 
vagueness. It means defining new terms, clarifying key points, paraphrasing, and giving 
directions on learning tasks as well as speaking clearly, audibly and not too fast. 

 Organization: This calls for a sound structure and logical approach in which essential 
points are concisely covered, key links and relationships are indicated, and good use is 
made of time. A well-organized explanation will show evidence of sound preparation 
and will not attempt to cover everything. 

 Emphasis: This is concerned with the highlighting of important elements and details. 
Vocal emphasis, involving tone, pitch, volume and pauses, together with gestures, eye 
contact and pointing are ways of giving emphasis in explanations and these can be 
augmented by visual aids and handouts. 

 Orientation: This means helping to promote learning in several ways, for example, in 
outlining the structure of a topic when opening a presentation or introducing a new 
theme, giving directions and advice on what to expect, or using the key structuring 
moves that signal what is happening during the presentation.  

 Examples: These are essential in explanation, but they need to be apt and interesting 
within the audience's repertoire of knowledge, and with sufficient frequency and variety. 
A typical example, comparisons, and 'problem' examples should also be given to enhance 
comprehension. 

 Audience Interest: In addition to the above features, one of the most important and 
challenging aspects of effective explaining is that of generating and maintaining audience 
interest. This increases the desire to learn by gaining and holding attention, avoiding 
boredom, encouraging learning activity, and providing a non-threatening helpful 
climate. Much depends on the inherent enthusiasm and innovativeness of the presenter.  
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