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Dr. Priscilla Nauwanga Haindongo 
Postdoc Research Fellow 
Afromontane Research Unit 
University of The Free State - Qwaqwa Campus 
P. Bag X13 
R57 Kestell Road 
Phuthaditjhaba 
9866 Free State Province 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
Tel: +27 646436500/Whatsapp : +264 3650414 
Email: 2024544617@ufs4life.ac.za  

Nationality  Namibian 

Highest Education PhD  

Personal Statement Dear Colleagues, 
I am Priscilla Nauwanga Haindongo, Postdoc Research Fellow 
at the University of Free State in RSA. I graduated with my PhD 
qualification in December 2020 and since then I’ve been doing 
voluntary work at a Home University NUST. I was teaching 
second year agricultural students for an introductory module in 
GIS and Remote Sensing as well as supervising honors students. 

Brief Bio With a background in applied sciences at undergraduate level I 
became passionate about natural resource environments upon 
resuming my first job. This was something that I never dreamed 
of environmental protection using GIS and Remote Sensing 
tools. My placement was under the Forestry Directorate 
whereby monitoring forest resources through detecting fires, 
vegetation mapping, community forest areas boundary 
demarcation amongst others were prioritized. These did not 
limit my job by providing other services to the GIS community 
at large such as offering software-based training, requested GIS 
layers, remote sensed map production and Geodesy awareness 
about the correct Geographic units for Namibia such as 
projection, elements of measurements, and many others. 

Paper/Presentation Title 
(Unpublished Research or 

Promoting and Enhancing the Biodiversity Forms around the 
Omatako Mountains in Otjozondjupa Region of Namibia. 
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Review or Field Work) 

Keywords Biodiversity; Species richness; Diversity; Basalt; Dolerite 
Abstract (100-300 words) The two twinning mountains named Omatako are one of 

Namibia’s unique characteristics found in Otjozondjupa Region. 
Raising to the length of more than 800m, they are very attractive 
beautiful features not existing in any other parts of the country. 
However, infrastructure networks placed them in such a way that 
accessibility around them remains challenging. Besides that, their 
uniqueness raises awareness on their underrepresented 
biodiversity identification as well as exclusive literature 
contribution.  Besides what they are made up off, mainly basalt 
and dolerite, there hasn’t been any detailed study on the living 
organisms in the forest around these creatures.  Therefore, this 
paper explores different opportunities to the forum 
establishment, financial needs and required expertise to the 
project. The beautiful attraction to scientists and tourists, species 
richness and diversity for further conservation and preservation 
in this area is of utmost importance. The current study further 
explores various opportunities on how one should get access to 
the area for further living organisms’ identification around the 
environment in interrogation. Their exclusiveness develops 
curiosity that there must be interesting biodiversity where they 
are. Although the information at National level such as 
vegetation classification by Giess, other resources like geological 
features, etc., has been mapped, further exploration of detailed 
information around these creatures should be prioritized. It is 
also worthwhile to note that the environment around them is 
protected from many disturbances caused by fires and other 
human induced catastrophes. Therefore, this could be one of the 
main reasons to believe that getting closer to studying them will 
not only be worth noting but might lead to the identification of 
rare species found in most parts of the world enhancing their 
preservation. The forum remains open for further exploration to 
anybody interested from various professions in natural resources 
and students from other parts of the world.  

More Information (weblinks) N/A 


