E m E E m E E E E 548 Jean-Talon Ouest, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H3N 1R5

E-mail: fsc@grassrootsglobal.net, info@grassrootsinstitute.net
I NS TITUTE Websites: www.grassrootsinstitute.net, www.grassrootsglobal.net

b

Summer Field School [Hybrid] on
MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
11-20 September, 2023

DELEGATE PARTICIPANT'S PROFILE

Mr. Sameer Khazir

Assistant Manager

Wildlife Trust of India’s Markhor Recovery Project
Jammu & Kashmir-UT

Srinagar
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INDIA

Tel: +91 7006237373
Email: sameer@wti.org.in

Nationality India
Highest Education Masters in Social Work
Personal Statement I am Sameer Khazir, working with Wildlife Trust of India

(WTI) on the Kashmir Markhor Recovery project. I have been
working in the field of community development for the past
six years. I am keenly interested in working with various forest
and wildlife-dependent communities on issues of livelihoods,
clean energy, and health in the Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, India. Under the current project, I have carried out
various conservation-development linkages with the migratory
herders and local sedentary communities in and around the
Markhor-occupied Protected Areas including Kazinag
National Park and Hirpora Wildlife Sanctuary. In my leisure
time, I like reading and writing.

Brief Bio My interest in conservation found expression and inspiration
from the work of Frans de Waal who added a humane
perspective to primatology. I aspired to study animal
conservation from a psychological and sociological
perspective. My association with WTI has been an opportunity
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to combine both my interests - animal conservation and
community-based conservation. It has also served as an
opportunity to peek into the real world and explore a diversity
that textbooks do not offer. However, in the business of
conservation, I always open my eyes to new challenges and
conservation opportunities, trying to understand the nuances
of working effectively with the communities for conservation.

Paper/Presentation Title The Socio-Economics of Migratory Herders Dependent on Markhor

(Unpublished Research or (Capra falconeri) Habitats in North-Western Himalaya, India

Review or Field Work)

Keywords Herder; Nomadic; Himalayas; Livelihood; Conservation;
Tradition

Abstract (100-300 words) The alpine and subalpine meadows, including Protected Areas

(PAs) in the Himalaya are seasonally used by migratory
herders for livestock grazing being their main livelihood.
Livestock grazing results in competition for forage availability
between the wild ungulates and livestock. The increasing
grazing pressure, in Jammu and Kashmir in the north-western
Himalayas has been identified as one of the major threats to
wild ungulates such as markhor (Capra falconeri). Reducing the
threat for the conservation of these species requires knowledge
about the migratory herders’ socio-economic and cultural
aspects to develop appropriate community-oriented
conservation strategies. We conducted socio-economic surveys
with the herders using markhor-occupied PAs, such as
Hirpora Wildlife Sanctuary, Kazinag National Park, and
Tattakuti Wildlife Sanctuary to understand their dependence
on the natural resources of these protected areas. We also
looked at the changes in traditional herding practices. The
herding community comprised mainly of Gujjar and Bakkarwals
depending heavily on the PAs for livestock grazing.
Additionally, they extracted fuelwood and other Non-Timber
Forest Products (NTFP). The communities have traditionally
used these pastures and have been issued grazing rights by the
government, but the practices have changed drastically in
recent decades. They also bring livestock from other
communities and non-bonafide herders. The practice of
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subletting the pastures to non-traditional herders on rent had
almost doubled the livestock numbers using the pastures.
About 70% of bonafide herders in Hirpora Wildlife Sanctuary,
29% in Kazinag National Park, and 58% of herders in Tatakutti
Wildlife Sanctuary were subletting their pastures to the non-
bonafide grazers. The transhumance practice greatly affects
their education level, with 70% of the herders being very less
educated.

The study outlined that providing communities with basic
amenities through mainstreaming government development
programs such as the provision of improved breeds of
livestock, alternative sources of livelihood, skill development
and technical education, etc. are the key to empowering and
diversifying their livelihood opportunities and will go a long
way to help them fight with the vagaries of herding on their
socio-economic status. It is important for the conservation of
pastures and the overall biodiversity of these fragile
ecosystems.

More Information (weblinks)

https:/ /www.wti.org.in/feature/the-markhor-and-hangul-
watchers-the-linchpins-of-conservation/

https:/ /www.wti.org.in/feature/ markhor-and-migratory-
herders-a-community-conservation-perspective/

https:/ /www.wti.org.in/feature/conservation-in-the-land-of-
the-markhor/

https:/ /www.wti.org.in/feature/communities-conservation-
and-convergence-a-hope-for-pirpanjal-markhor/

https:/ / kashmirobserver.net/2021/06/23/in-kashmir-jungle-
this-sociologist-takes-man-wild-conflict-head-on/

https:/ /sanctuarynaturefoundation.org/ article /beyond-

dachigam




