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Personal Statement Dear Colleagues,

My name is Lucia and I live in Ziirich, Switzerland, where I am
currently studying the MSc on “Environment and Natural
Resources” with specialization on Biodiversity and Ecosystems. It
is my aim to understand the natural processes of mountain
ecosystems as well as the impact of human activity on such. I am
keen to acquire skills for solving the problems of the latter to aid
sustainable development. I am looking forward to hear more on
natural resource management in mountain areas from an
international perspective.

Brief Bio I completed most of my Bachelor degree of Biology in Cologne,
Germany, and spent about half a year in Tromso, Norway. The
Norwegian Institute for Nature Research allowed me to write
my thesis on the rejuvenation of the Mountain Birch Forest in
Finnmark, for which I modelled patterns and trends of birch
sapling counts in relation to growing season and nutrient
variables. To increase my knowledge in the ecological field, I
completed 3 different internships before starting my master’s
degree in Ziirich. I thereby acquired insights into the
biodiversity research of the National Parc in Berchtesgaden
(German Alps) and its visitor management, as well as into the
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public communication sector from the German Academy on
Nature Conservation and Landscape Management. For my last
internship I spent half a year in the Swiss Mountain Forests of
spruce and fir to collect inventory data for a research project on
the natural rejuvenation potential of protective Mountain
Forests in Switzerland. The last project was part of the Swiss
Federal Institute for Forest, Snow and Landscape (WSL). I am
conducting my studies in Ziirich because the specific master’s
degree at the ZHAW allows me to work at the intersection of
science and society, bringing together knowledge with action

potential.
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