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Nationality Kenya 

Highest Education PhD Student 
Personal Statement Sebastian Odunga is Currently pursuing his Ph.D. studies in 

Management and Organizational Science at the Hungarian 
University of Agriculture and Life Sciences-MATE, situated in 
Hungary. He serves as a DOSZ Ambassador of Kenya in Hungary, 
Trainer at the DIES National Multiplication Training Program, 
affiliated with the Center for Quality Development (ZfQ) at the 
University of Potsdam, German.  Additionally, he has an 
accomplished history, having served as a mentor with Bridge for 
Billions, Associate Director of Academic Studies with Generation 
Rwanda, Project Lead with the National Multiplication Training 
(NMT) Programme at Kepler Rwanda, Business Coach at E4-
Impact Foundation, Problem Based Learning Coordinator and 
Assistant Lecturer at KIM University, Rwanda. 

Brief Bio Sebastian Odunga, holds a Bachelor's degree in Tourism 
Management from Moi University and a Master of Science in 
Project Management from JKUAT, both located in Kenya. He 
specializes in Curriculum Development, Capacity Building, 
Blogging, and Project Management Consulting. His fervent 
interests span a wide spectrum of domains, encompassing 
Sustainability, Tourism Development and Growth, Teaching and 
Learning in Higher Education, and Community Development. He 
has participated in multiple workshops, trainings, and seminars, 
including the Summer Camp for International Students, Peace 
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Education Training Course, and various business coaching and 
leadership courses. Sebastian demonstrates a strong background 
in project management, training, and mentorship. With diverse 
experiences across academia, entrepreneurship, and global 
projects, he is poised to be a valuable asset in roles requiring 
leadership, project management, and international collaboration. 

Paper/Presentation Title 
(Unpublished Research or 
Review or Field Work) 

Promoting Sustainable Tourism Growth in Kenya: An In-depth 
Analysis of Effective Practices in the Tourism Global Value Chain and 
Host Communities Engagement. 

Keywords Sustainability, Tourism Growth, Global Value Chain, Community 
Engagement 

Abstract (100-300 words) In an era marked by the urgency of sustainable practices, Kenya's 
tourism sector offers a vital case study. This research delves into 
promoting sustainable tourism growth in Kenya by analyzing 
effective practices within the tourism global value chain and host 
community engagement. First, the study identifies the nexus 
between environmental conservation and economic development 
in the Kenyan tourism context. Evident is the profound impact of 
the Maasai Mara and coastal tourism circuits, where 
interdependence between nature, wildlife, and community reveals 
the necessity of sustainable practices. The global value chain 
analysis underscores the significance of ensuring that each 
stakeholder from the local guide to international tour operators 
adopts and benefits from sustainable operations. This includes 
reduced carbon footprints, eco-friendly accommodations, and 
responsible wildlife interactions. Secondly, the paper emphasizes 
the centrality of host communities in sustainable tourism. Engaging 
local communities ensures that they are primary beneficiaries of 
tourism revenue, thus incentivizing conservation. Indigenous 
knowledge systems, such as the traditional conservation ethics of 
Kenya’s ethnic groups, emerge as vital tools for sustainable growth. 
This research concludes that a synergy between the global value 
chain and host community engagement is crucial for a sustainable 
tourism model in Kenya, setting a benchmark for other destinations 
worldwide. 
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