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Personal Statement Dear Colleagues,
I am Jozef Bednadr, currently the governor of the Poprad district and the
president of Association for Nature Conservation - Machaon

International in Slovakia. My professional background is landscape
ecology and environmental economics.

Brief Bio In February 2008, together with Svetlana Belova, we founded Machaon
in order to support protected areas, in particular national parks, and to
bolster biodiversity conservation, preservation of cultural heritage and
sustainable development. We do our work through international
cooperation projects, capacity building activities and facilitation of
knowledge transfers. Since its inception, Machaon International has
been involved in 15 international projects, mostly helping protected
areas with 2030 Sustainable Development agenda in post-Soviet
countries by funds provided by the European Union.

Alongside my activities for Machaon, I am the governor of the Poprad
district in Slovakia, which is one of the biodiversity hot spots in the
Carpathians. In the past, I worked for Wetlands International as the
project manager of the largest wetland restoration and climate
mitigation project in Russia (and basically in Europe) under the
International Climate Initiative on behalf of the German government
(BMU/KfW). The project dealt with ecological restoration of peatlands
as a key global ecosystem for reducing GHG emissions. Under my
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leadership, the project received UN Global Climate Action Award
(Momentum for Change) in 2017 for helping the planet and for sharing
state-of-the-art replicable expertise and outstanding achievements in
wetland restoration.

I have my education in environmental sciences majoring in landscape
ecology (MSc degree) and in management and economics (MA degree).
I obtained my PhD (DPhil) at the University of Oxford - School of
Geography and the Environment mapping environmental discourses.
Furthermore, I have relevant experience from the municipal
government sector (acting as a village councillor and deputy mayor)
and from the private sector (e.g. acting as the personal assistant to the
CEO of Volkswagen Slovakia and as a junior auditor for Ernst &

Young).
P?per/P resentation Tatras at the crossroads
Title . How capitalism, human greed and toothless laws destroy one of the
(Url;pu?llshecizselzzearch most attractive and biodiversity rich mountain areas in Europe, i.e.
%Ori‘;lew orte how the Tatra Mountains Biosphere Reserve is overwhelmed by

uncontrolled suburban sprawl (Slovak republic)

Keywords Suburban sprawl, mountain areas, ecosystem fragmentation, loss of
biodiversity, local climate change

Abstract (100-300

The Tatra Mountains are the smallest high mountains of the world.
words)

Even they are home to chamois and bears, are designated as a national
park in Slovakia, a UNESCO biosphere reserve and the site of
European importance (Natura 2000), they are under huge threat by
gradual replacement of forests and meadows by apartment estates and
private chalets seen as a good investment for richer people. We can
observe encroaching disappearance of natural
landscapes and wildlife and immense decrease in ecosystem services
with ominous effects.

The unbridled suburban development in the entire Tatra region is
fuelled by profit-seeking speculations. The capitalist zeal and interests
of a few investors and ‘oligarchs’ take over the interests of the whole
community and ignore the carrying capacity of the ecosystems. About
one third of the buffer zone of the Tatra National Park is already
designated in valid urban plans for new construction of apartment
estates and recreation facilities and the ecological purpose of the buffer
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zone will come to an end. In other words, about one third of the most
important ecosystem functions and services at the foothills of the Tatra
Mountains get lost. The connectivity of habitats is broken and
migration corridors of large mammals interrupted, increasing the
possibilities of unwelcome encounters between larger animals and
humans to the extreme. The gradual reduction and fragmentation of
the buffer zone mean its function is shifted to the core area of the park
itself, decreasing the extent of the national park factually.

The developers do not take into account social factors either and create
ghost towns pushing local young people away from the region, as they
cannot afford housing there. The ongoing degradation of the park and
the prospects of the loss of natural areas due to development run
counter to the growing global concern for the conservation of nature in
the face of climate change. The average annual temperature in the
region has risen over 3 °C during the last 40 years in contrast to average
global temperature change of 1.5 °C. The planned development will
lead to a significant loss of ecosystem services that are critical in the
face of climate change: climate and water regulation, carbon
sequestration, prevention of soil erosion, nature-based recreation and
others. Additional pressures on ecosystems and biodiversity could be
critical to their survival in challenging climate change conditions.
First, the presentation will analyze the situation in the Tatra region,
discuss causes as well as consequences for the environment, local
economy and the society at large. It will present how local people
responded and how a local initiative Ilove Green Tatras was
established and various activities led by Machaon International
attempted to sensitize the public to above-mentioned environmental
issues which will shape the future of the region. We will discuss
looming climate change and unbridled suburbanisation affecting the
Tatra Mountains area, how the region lacks common strategy of
sustainable, smart, green and inclusive development and lessons learnt
from the process.

More Information https:/ /machaon.eu/our-team/ dr-jozef-bednar/
(weblinks) https:/ /machaon.eu/tatras_in_danger/
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