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Personal Statement Dear Colleagues,

I am Mohan Sharma, a doctoral student from India.

Firstly I would like to thank the organizers for giving me this
opportunity to be part of Summer Field School where young
scholars like me will be guided by experts from a similar field.
I am equally excited to know about the ongoing research
globally in the Mountain Ecosystem. I am currently working
on my doctoral research under the title: “Cultural Milieu and
Resources: a Case Study of Mishmi Takins in Dibang Valley,
Arunachal Pradesh (India)”

Brief Bio I am pursuing my Ph.D. from the Department of Geography,
at Sikkim University, India. I completed my schooling in my
village, Jagun, and pursued B.A. with an honors paper in
Geography from Tinsukia College in Assam, where I got an
enthusiasm for wildlife studies. Finding wildlife and Mishmi
Takin as fascinating subject of study I took this further and
went to Sikkim University to have my post-graduation in
Geography. Picking the methodology of wildlife sciences, I
started my field survey in Dibang Valley, Arunachal Pradesh
to map the habitats of Mishmi Takin. However, the stories of
the Idu Mishmi landscape and my training in cultural
geography revamped my approach toward wildlife. In my
M.Phil I tried to understand the changing pattern of the Idu
Mishmi culture from the hunting economy to the present
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form. My current PhD project falls under the umbrella of
Animal Geography which tries to map the animal agencies by
placing Mishmi Takin at the center. I have presented my
research papers in various conferences and the publications of
my research are under process. I have experience working
with WWF India, where I was involved as an intern in the
“High Altitude Tiger Project in Arunachal Pradesh”.

Paper/Presentation Title Biography of Mishmi Takin: How a role of free ranging animal got

(Unpublished Research or transformed in the Idu Mishmi landscape of Arunachal Pradesh,

Review or Field Work) India

Keywords Human-Animal Relations; Idu Mishmi landscape; Mishmi
Takin; Hunting; Conservation

Abstract (100-300 words) Traditionally, hunting used to be the mainstay of the food

basket of the Idu Mishmi tribe which in due course of time
became supplementary to the food requirement for most of the
people in Dibang Valley. Animals and other non-humans
occupy a significant position in cultural institutions. The
geographic setting makes a large part of the population
dependent on forests and hunting. On the other hand, the
institutionalization of the area in various forms has converted
the hunting landscape into a conservation landscape.
Therefore, this study places Mishmi Takin which is a large
wild ungulate in the center, and tries to understand the
significance of non-human life in the Idu Mishmi culture.
Participating in the everyday life of the community helped in
understanding the complex connection between the Idu
Mishmi tribe and Mishmi Takin which is worshipped, hunted,
and used as material for cross border trade with Tibet. At
present cross-border trade does not exist but Takin continues
to create value for the community and other institutions. This
biography places Mishmi Takin as a part of the cultural
ecosystem and connects animal life with several
chronicles/agencies which are changing the human-animal
relationships. Employing participatory observation methods
the paper tries to map the emerging complexities of human-
animal relationships.




