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Personal Statement Dear Colleagues,

I am Zhou Zixiang , a post-graduate student Institute of
New Rural Development at Yunnan Agricultural
University, China. I am currently working in traditional
ecological knowledge and perception and practice for
climate change to local communities around Hengduan
Mountains.

Brief Bio I have completed a bachelor’s degree in Tourism
Management at Nanjing Agricultural University in 2020,
and a master’s degree in History of Science and
Technology at Yunnan Agricultural University in 2023,
while also learning interdisciplinary knowledge in ecology,
anthropology, sociology, and other fields. I have
successfully finished my Master thesis “The Technological
Transformation of Beekeeping in Yangla Township, Deqin
County”.

My graduation thesis took Yangla Township in Deqin
County, Diqing Prefecture, as a sample. The township is
located at the junction of Yunnan, Sichuan, and Tibet, in
the Three Parallel Rivers area, with a terrain dominated by
high mountains and valleys. The unique geographical
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conditions have nurtured a livelihood and lifestyle mainly
based on semi-agriculture and semi-pastoralism,
supplemented by beekeeping and gathering. I conducted a
three-month field investigation and quantitative and
qualitative research here, focusing on issues such as
livelihood changes, local knowledge, and climate change.
In my master's thesis, from interdisciplinary perspectives
such as anthropology, sociology, and ecology, I
investigated the beekeeping history, apiculture, and
beekeeping industry development of the area, with a focus
on the integration of traditional beekeeping techniques and
modern beekeeping industry development.

Paper/Presentation Title Climate Change Perception and Adaptation Strategies : A Case

(Unpublished Research or Study of Tibetan Villages in the Himalayan Regions of Yunnan,

Review or Field Work) Southwest China

Keywords Climate change; Tibetan villages; Perception and
Adaptation Strategies; Yunnan

Abstract (100-300 words) Located in the Hengduan Mountains, Yangla Township in

Deqin County, Yunnan Province is subject to extreme
weather due to its high-altitude valley location, with an
obvious vertical climate and unpredictable weather
conditions. The Tibetans of Yangla have long been affected
by extreme weather. During field investigations in Yangla
Township in October 2021 and August-September 2022, I
found through questionnaires and in-depth interviews that
in recent years, the Tibetans of Yangla have perceived
extreme weather, including the global extreme high
temperatures in the summer of 2022. In addition to the
phenological characteristics visible to the naked eye, the
activities of wild animals such as black bears, rats, and
porcupines have also been intensifying, negatively
impacting the agriculture and beekeeping industries of
Yangla Township. In particular, the contradictions between
traditional beekeeping activities in Yangla Township,
extreme weather, natural resource consumption, and
honey hunting by wild animals are becoming more
prominent. Based on Tibetan Buddhist religious ethics, the
Tibetans of Yangla also have corresponding practices in
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response to extreme weather and its associated reactions,
reflecting their cultural core of adapting to nature in their
long-term coexistence with extreme climates.

More Information (weblinks) | https://inrd.ynau.edu.cn/




