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Personal Statement Dear Colleagues,

As a Geographer, my main professional interest is
understanding people-environment relationships at
multiple spatial scales. I have had the opportunity to
lead several projects generating information on land use
change dynamics and land cover changes in different
regions of the Andes of South América. I also work
actively in implementing integrated long-term
monitoring systems and on strengthening environmental
governance in rural Andean territories.

Brief Bio He is Geographer Engineer of the Escuela Politécnica del
Ejercito del Ecuador, Master in Geography and
Environmental Studies and PhD candidate at the
University of Texas. He coordinates the Sustainable
Landscapes and Livelihoods strategic area at
CONDESAN and is currently the Coordinator of the
NDT Project in Ecuador. Manuel has more than 60
publications dealing with land use dynamics and its
drivers across the Andes of South América and has
worked in several important projects including the
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research coordination of the Andean Forests Program
between 2014-2022 (SDC) and the coordinator of
monitoring land use dynamics and livelihoods in the
project “Capacities, Information and Monitoring in the
Andes” between 2011-2014 (CIMA-SDC).

Paper/Presentation Title Inclusive Governance for the Sustainable Management of

(Unpublished Research or Review | Tropical Mountain Landscapes: Case of the Andean Choco,

or Field Work) Ecuador

Keywords Biodiversity hotspot; Tropical mountain landscapes;
Sustainable land management; Territorial governance

Abstract (100-300 words) The Andean Choco in the Northwestern Andes of

Ecuador is a globally important area for biodiversity that
harbors unique and highly threatened biotic
communities, in the transition between the Choco
Magdalena and the Tropical Andes biodiversity
hotspots. These mountain landscapes are also home of a
diverse and culturally rich set of productive systems,
that mirror the rapid changes in the ecosystems along a
steep elevation gradient. Land use planning and the
implementation of conservation, restoration and
sustainable production practices face particular
challenges in these landscapes. On one hand, high levels
of environmental and social heterogeneity generate
highly specific contexts to which sustainable land
management (SLM) strategies have to respond. On the
other hand, multiple processes link the local
communities of these areas among them, and with
beneficiaries of key ecosystem services such as water
regulation and carbon cycling.

Multi-sectorial and multilevel governance systems have
arisen in this landscape to answer to these challenges,
with the goal of establishing bridges between local needs
and the goals and mandates of stakeholders in the public
sector, academy, civil society working to attain
sustainability goals in the area. Recent milestones
include the declaration of the area as a Biosphere
Reserve by UNESCO, the constitution of an association
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of local governments, the declaration of the area as a
model forest, the establishment of a local network of
school forest, among others. The emergence of this
complex governance and institutional landscapes
provides an anchor for important local goals, for
example, in opposing the development of extractive
interest in a sensible biodiversity area. However,
important challenges persist, especially in the need for
better flows of information regarding changes in social
and ecological systems, the impact of SLM practices, and
better communication and coordination with local
communities.
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