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Personal Statement

Dear Colleagues,

I am Giovanni Peira. I teach at the Department of
Management of the University of Turin (Italy). The
main research subjects concern local sustainable food
chains and their valorization and food tourism
research. Currently, I am working on the FILIERBA
project. The main goal is to develop sustainable
alternative livestock systems and related supply
chains and food products.

Brief Bio

Graduated in 1993 in Economics and Commerce at
the University of Turin. Since 02/11/1999 he has
been a researcher in Commodity Sciences (SECS
P/13) at the Faculty of Economics of the University
of Turin and since 01/03/2022 he has been an
associate professor. He currently works at the
Department of Management of the University of
Turin. In the last academic year (A.A. 22-23) he
taught the following courses Operation
Management, Eco Management of Tourism and
Quality Management.
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His main fields of research concern agri-food chains,
product labeling, tools for enhancing the value of
agri-food production, in particular geographical
indications, and food and wine tourism. He has been
scientifically responsible for 12 research projects at
the international, national, and local level and has
participated in a further 20 projects.

He is the author of more than 150 publications. He is
on the advisory board of the scientific journals
Frontiers of Sustainable Tourism, Highlights of
Sustainability, and Sustainable Food Systems
Gateway. He has also been a reviewer for many
journals. He is associated with AISME (Italian
Academy of Commodity Science), AIDEA (Italian
Academy of Business Economics), NatRisk -
Research Centre on Natural Risk in Mountain and
Hilly Environments of University of Turin and FAO-
CIHEAM subnetwork on Mountain Pastures.

Paper/Presentation Title Grass-Fed Supply Chain: The Filierba Project (ltaly)

(Unpublished Research or Review

or Field Work)

Keywords Pollination; Ecosystem services; Wildlife
consumption; Batang Toru; Agroforestry

Abstract (100-300 words) The interest in the development of renewed food

supply chains is growing worldwide since structural
changes are necessary to establish a more sustainable
agro-systems in contrast to the impactful
conventional global supply chain. In the agricultural
sector livestock breeding phase emerges as hot spot,
in fact, these are counted among the main
contributors to the greenhouse gas emissions, land
degradation, deforestation for grazing and feed
cultivation. Consequently dairy and beef products
are commonly characterized by an important
environmental burden. In this context the FILIERBA
project, financed through the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD), fits in as a
promoter of more sustainable alternative livestock
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systems and related supply chains and food
products. The general objective is to enhance beef
and dairy supply chains based on the use of grass
with high biodiversity as feed (polyphitic feed) in
Piedmont, a region in north-western Italy
surrounded by the Alpine arc. In particular, the
Management Department at the University of Turin
is carrying out the analysis of their potential starting
from collecting information relating to feed
production, livestock system, food production and
consumption. This contribution aims to present the
first step of the research providing the description of
the current status of the grass-fed supply chain
organisation and the relations between actors
involved using descriptive statistics. The data were
acquired through three questionnaires which were
created and sent via LimeSurvey tool to the three
principal stakeholder groups, i.e. farmers,
cooperatives and consumers involved in beef and
dairy production and consumption in Piedmont
region. In the first survey addressed to the farmers’
livestock characteristics, agronomic and pastoral
practices, the length of the distribution channels, the
certification of quality and the degree of importance
attributed to the environmental sustainability have
been requested. The second one was addressed to
the cooperatives in order to study the supply chain
practices implemented and to understand what role
these could play in promoting innovative food
products. Finally, to examine the final demand for
grass-fed products a third questionnaire was sent to
the student population of the University of Turin. In
addition to the attempt to investigate the
determinants that may influence consumer choice,
such as for farmers, it was asked about the
perception of sustainability relating to this food
niche. The exploratory analysis of these data
collected along the existing supply chain will be
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useful to perform more in-depth statistical analyses
in order to identify current barriers and, on the other
hand, opportunities to trace the development path
for this sustainable agro-pastoral land management
practices and their acknowledgement among
consumers.

More Information (weblinks) https:/ /unito.webex.com/meet/ giovanni.peira




