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What is Pastoralism? 

A livelihood based on livestock 
production that works with nature to 
take advantage of the characteristic 
variability in their environments, where 
the availability of nutrients and water 
for livestock varies across time and 
space.  

 





International 
Perspectives on 
Pastoralism 

- In 2016, the United Nations 
Environment Assembly (UNEA) 
recognized the importance of 
sustainable pastoralism adopting a 
resolution on “Combating 
desertification, land degradation and 
drought and promoting sustainable 
pastoralism and rangelands”.  

- In 2019, UNEA adopted the Resolution 
on “Innovations in sustainable 
rangelands and pastoralism”. 
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International 
Perspectives on 
Pastoralism 

- International Year of Camelids to be 
observed in 2024 

- International Year of Pastoralism and 
Rangelands to be observed in 2026-
Approved by the United Nations 
General Assembly in New York March 
2022 

- Requested by the 27th Committee of 
Agriculture to FAO: Mainstreaming 
pastoralism and rangelands in FAO 
technical and policy programs 
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Pastoral Mobility 

A key strategy to managing the 
rangeland and maximizing 
livestock productivity in 
environments characterized by 
variability 

 



Significance of 
Pastoral Mobility 

• Climate change adaptation 
and resilience strategy 

• Multiple ecosystem services 

• Economic contributions 
through access to markets 
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Pastoral/Livestock Mobility 

• Maintains shared resources  

• Sustainable practices optimize livestock productivity 

• Interdependence and mutual benefits characterize crop-
livestock interactions 

Opportunities 

• Insecure land tenure 

• Border crossing restrictions 

• Lack of recognition and supportive policies  

Challenges 



Efforts Towards Securing Pastoral Mobility 



Drivers and Determinants 
of Pastoral Mobility 

1.Biophysical conditions, like rainfall and 
plant growth  

2.Resource access (food, water) 

3.Market opportunities 

4.Access to social services (education, 
health) 

5.Cultural and political factors, such as 
festivals or avoiding conflict 
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Drivers and Determinants of Pastoral Mobility 

Mobility 
Determinant 

Features 

Climate/Topography 

Vegetation 
availability  

Livestock breed 

Land Tenure 

Control of resource 
access 



Typologies of Pastoral Mobility 

Mobility conditioned by climate and topography 

• Horizontal movements 

• Vertical movements 

Mobility conditioned by land tenure 

• Livestock corridors or demarcated routes 

• Commons or public land 

• Privately owned land 



Why Secure Pastoral 
Mobility 

1. Pastoral mobility systems face threats 
from intensification and privatization. 

2. Legislation is required to protect 
mobility systems from disruptive forces. 

3. Legislation must balance protection, 
flexibility, and self-organization. 
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Why Legislate to Secure 
Pastoral Mobility 

1. Legal recognition legitimizes pastoralism. 

2. Supports resource access, resilience, and 
growth. 

3. Enables cross-border mobility rights. 

4. Influences development and land use 
planning. 
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Legal Recognition of Pastoralism and Pastoral 
Mobility 

• Establishes its legitimacy as a land use 
and animal production system. 

• Secures pastoralists' rights to access 
resources essential for their livelihood, 
including mobility. 

• Ensures consideration of pastoral needs 
in development, land use, and resource 
management planning. 

• Legislation affirms the right of 
pastoralists to move with their livestock 
across borders for resource access. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

https://intercontinentalcry.org/indigenous-nomadic-pastoralists-iran-gis-maps-conserve/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Existing Legal Frameworks for Securing Pastoral 
Mobility 

International 

• The Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention (ILO Convention 169, 1989) 
safeguards the rights of indigenous peoples and nomadic groups (Article 14). 

• The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP, 
2007) affirms collective rights and means of subsistence (Article 20). 

• The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People 
Working in Rural Areas (UNDROP, adopted in 2018) mandates protection of 
rights. 

Regional and 
Bilateral 

• The Policy Framework for Pastoralism in Africa promotes pro-pastoral policies 
and strategic mobility for sustainable land use. 

• ECOWAS decision on transhumance regulates animal movement across 
borders and promotes free passage of animals among Member States. 

• IGAD Transhumance Protocol harmonizes legislation and policies for livestock 
and pastoral practices in eastern Africa. 

• The European Union's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) provides guidelines 
for supporting agriculture and livestock practices. 



Existing Legal Frameworks for Securing Pastoral 
Mobility 

• National – Subnational 

• Spain's law on cattle trails (1995) emphasizes the importance of seasonal livestock 
migration. 

• The Stock Route Management Act of Queensland, Australia (2002) manages stock 
routes and reserves for traveling stock. 

• Morocco's law on transhumance and rangeland management (2016) establishes 
principles and an institutional framework. 

• The Pastoral Code of Niger (2010) recognizes and guarantees pastoral mobility as a 
fundamental right. 

• Law number 3016 of the Province of Neuquén, Argentina (2016) guarantees mobility 
between grazing areas for pastoralist families. 
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Case Studies on Pastoral 
Mobility 

Global and Regional 

- Registration of transhumance as intangible 
cultural heritage of humanity (UNESCO) 
Austria, Greece and Italy (2019) 

- A second wave of applications was 
presented by 7 additional countries 
(Andorra, Albania, Croatia, Spain, 
France, Luxembourg, Romania) 

- A third group of countries want to join 
the bid: Germany, Argentina, Bosnia, 
Morocco, Mongolia, Senegal, Slovenia, 
Serbia 
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Bilateral/Local Perspectives 

Signed Bilateral Agreements 

• State of Zinder, in Niger, 
and the neighbouring state 
of Jigawa, in Nigeria, on 
August 2022,  

• State of Dosso, in Niger, 
and the one of Kébbi, in 
Nigeria, on December 
2022 
 



Legal recognition of pastoralism and pastoral 
mobility - Provisions 

• Provision for conflict management 
and dispute resolution 

• Providing for investment in support 
for pastoral production systems and 
mobility 

• Providing for monitoring, evaluation 
and learning 

• Supporting social and cultural 
development 
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THANK YOU! 
 

Contact: pastoralist-hub@fao.org 


