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What the Euroregion is? 

 A European concept of cross-border 
cooperation emerged after WW II as an 
instrument for peace-building and prevent 
interstate conficts 

 A tool for building confidence, good 
neighborhood between states and regions 
and prevent conflicts 

 A defined geographical area embracing 
bordering regions from two or more countries, 
which agreed to cooperate and make 
coordinated actions developing the given 
bordering region  

 Its legal form could be a legal personality or a 
loose network of participating organizations 
 



Strategic goals of 
Euroregions 

 
Reduce territorial disparities/inequalities 
 Strengthen economic and social cohesion 

in border regions  
Generate joint projects between local 

communities across borders 
 Strengthen European integration 
 Link between EU and non-EU countries 

and regions in a wider Europe 
 There are more than 300 euroregions are 

in Europe  
 



Institutionalization of Cross-border Cooperation 



Connecting elements of the 
Carpathians 

Sanok -
Warsaw 
375 km 

Kosice - 
Bratislava 

370 km 

Eger - 
Budapest 

120 km 

Oradea - 
Bucharest 

655 km 

Uzhgorod - 
Kiev 

750 km 

Common characteristics 
• Peripheral location  
• Corpus alineum between 
countries  
•Ethnic, cultural and religious 
diversity (micro-cosmos of 
Central-East Europe)    
•  Shared history 
• Rich tradition of inter-ethnic, 
intercultural interactions   
• Common natural components 
(Carpathian Mountains and Tisa 
River Watershed) - biodiversity   
• Common problems, common 
aspirations  
•Regional identity   



Institutionalization of the 
Carpathians 

 Association of the Carpathian Euroregion 
established in 1993 – regional municipalities 

 
 Carpathian Foundation, established 1995 by 

international donors as an independent 
grantmaking institution – local communities 
and civil society organizations 

 
 Carpathian Convention established by UN in 

2003 - intergovernmental organization  



Its mission is to: 
 
 Improve the quality of life for people living in the 

Carpathian Euroregion 
 Create a common, Carpathian, identity 
 Preserve ethnic, cultural and environmental values of 

the Region 
 Promoting sustainable development 
 Enhance cross-border and interethnic cooperation 
 Support grassroots     

 

Carpathian Foundation: „Five 
Nations- One community”  



The Carpathian Civil 
Society Platform and Hub 
Established by the Carpathian 

Foundation-Hungary with its 
partners from Slovakia, Poland, 
Slovakia, and Romania in 2018  
based on participatory principles of 
grassroots. 
 
 



Rationales of Creating the 
Carpathian Civil Society Platform 

 
 space for civil society dialogue, discussion and cooperation 

across borders 

 need for special development tools because of the common 
geographical, environmental, social and economic features of 
these regions  

 Strengthen regional identity  

 to strengthen a vibrant and pluralistic civil society in the territory 
of the Carpathian Mountains  

 offering a framework for cooperation between grassroots 

 to coordinate and synergize the single and often isolated efforts  

 generate, disseminate and mainstream innovative solutions for 
resolving environmental and socio-economic problems in order 
to serve better their constituencies and articulate the needs  

 Plays a connecting role in linking the Carpathians with similar 
European initiatives  
 





















Main Programmatic Elements 

 Hublets at local levels 
 Annual events at interregional level 
 Capacity building program 
 Virtual Platform 
 Small grant program 
 Carpathian Social Innovation Award for 

grassroots organizations 
 Stakeholders group 

 



 

 

Thank you for your attention! 
 

http://www.karpatokalapitvany.hu/index.
php/en/tartalom/carpathian-civil-

society-platform 
 


