
Biography of Mishmi Takin: How a role of free 
ranging animal got transformed in the Idu 

Mishmi landscape of Arunachal Pradesh, India  

Summer Field School [Hybrid] on 
MOUNTAIN ECOSYSTEMS AND RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

11-20 September, 2023 
 

Mohan Sharma 
Ph.D Student 

Department of Geography 
Sikkim University, India 

 
     



         Introduction 
 
Geography and the notion of 
Environmental determinism. The 
quantitative revolution after 1940’s 
changed the methods in 
biogeography (Emel & et al, 2002; 
Urbanik, 2012). 
 
Carl O Sauer and Cultural landscape 
(Speth, 1993). 
 
Biogeography in 1960s and the global 
environmental concern (Cowell & 
Parker, 2004). 
 
Human centric animal geography to 
animal centric animal geography.  

 
 

 
  



Source: Field survey  



The four subspecies of Takin occur in three separate areas in the West- Central region of 
China and along the Eastern Himalaya. Mishmi Takin (B.t.taxicolor) occurs mainly in the 
Mishmi Hills of Arunachal Pradesh (India), Kachin state of Myanmar and Bomi-Zayu region of 
south eastern Tibet (Sharma, D., & et al, 2015).  
 
Akru is listed under Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 which offers the 
species maximum protection. It is also classified as Vulnerable by the IUCN. 

Source: Sharma, D., & et al. (2015) 

 

Map 2: Distribution of Akru’s in South Asia 

I. Introduction to Takin 

There are 4 sub-species of Takin: 

1. Akru Mishmi Takin (Budorcas taxicolor 
taxicolor) 

2. Bhutan Takin (Budorcas taxicolor whitei) 
3. Sichuan Takin (Budorcas taxicolor tibetana) 
4. Golden Takin (Budorcas taxicolor bedfordi) 

(Sharma, D., & et al., 2015) ; (IUCN, 2008).  



The story of 

interconnected 

relationship 

between takin, 

human, dog, spirits 

and other non-

humans 

Photograph by Kanki Miri 

Mishmi Takin and the complex 
landscape of interspecies relationship 



         III. Takins landscape 

● In Idu Mishmi society their is an 
interconnected relationship between 
human and non-humans which also 
includes the world of spirits.  

● Igu does Aafu rituals. It is of two types:  

1) Aambu, (2) Aabothu. 

● When hunter go for the hunting trip all the 
family member have to follow taboo for 5 
days.  
Two types of hunting dog: 1) Ambrosuiya 
(who chase the animal following the hoof 
marks) and, (2) Amuniya (who runs after 
the smell). 
 

 

Eku Dog  

Igu Shaman 

Igu doing Aambu 
which requires 
Eto Chicken 

 
Note: Hunters has a code word 

for every wild animals. They 
called Ambra Katchi to Akru.   

Source: Wikipedia 

Source: Wikipedia 



Aphuchiha 

 
3. Before cutting the meat 
hunters have to do Achihu 
where a small stick is 
picked and hunters touches 
the stick from nose to tail 
and drop it into the ground 

 
1. Small portion of the 

right ear of Akru is 
cut and offer kayeng 
Copper. 

 
4. Before reaching the 
village there is another 
ritual called Aphuchina 
which is done in a place 
called Amronamu (an open 
space in a jungle which is 
close to the village).  

 
2. In the Right Shoulder 
small portion of meat is cut 
and hunter offers kayeng. 
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Folklore on Akru: Why Akru’s horns are curved and 

tail is short? 

“Akru stays in the mountains which always touches the cloud 
because it came from the cloud. People thought to rear akru 
like mithun. They went in the jungle to bring akru. While 
coming back there started a quarrel between the Golo and the 
Idu. Golo said this is the resources of the jungle and you can't 
take it. It resulted into the tug of war between Golo and Idu. 
Golo was pulling both the horn of akru and man was pulling 
the tail. Due to the acute pressure the horn got curved and the 
tail broke off. After that incident the horn permanently 
remained curved and the tail very short. After hunting akru, the 
hunter did not follow the taboo gyeana and slept with his wife. 
Thereafter, only the five days of gyeana is observed after 
hunting takin”  

Tade Mihu, Igu, Mihundo village. 

 

The story of Akru, 
Eku, humans, 

spirits and other 
non-humans is the 

example of 
interspecies 

relationships which 
are inseparable in 

the studies of 
Human-Animal 
Relationships 

(Govindrajan, 2019).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

When hunter dies 
the hunting dog  is 

also kept in the 
Mbro grave of the 

hunter.  

Field Survey, April 2023 

Source: Wikipedia 

Source: Wikipedia 

Source: Wikipedia 



Source: Compiled after interviews; Map prepared using Google Earth Imageries, 2019 

IV. Transforming space Relations 

 

 

Geographers have started 

focusing on how space 

functions and are “continually 

intertwined, made, remade 

and making” (Elden, 2009) 

through cultural, social, 

economic and political forces 

which are interconnected 

(Philo & Wolch, 1998).  

The spatial relations are more 

complex and hybrid in nature 

that influences animal life 

(Urbanik, 2012). 

 

 

 

 

Map 3: Traditional Hunting routes and hunters rest point 



       

● In the beginning Dibang Valley was a neglected area by both colonial 
and post-colonial government (Sarma, 2017).  

● After China occupying Tibet in 1950 broke the buffer region. After 
finding Dibang Valley and the neighbouring areas economically and 
geopolitically significant Indian govt. Plans for the administrative 
control over this area (Sikri, 2011).   

● In 1950s government of India established an outpost of Assam Rifle 
and ITBP (Aiyadurai, 2017).  

● Government choose to set the footprint in the area through different 
welfare scheme which made the tribes comfortable (Guyot-Rechard, 
2015).  

● The elimination of cross-border trade led to change in Human-Animal 
relationships.  

 



V. Protected areas and transforming Human-Takin Relationships  
 

 
● The government notified 

Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary in 
1988 (notification no: 
CWL/D/42/92/744-844; 
dated 12th March 1988) 
(Aiyadurai, 2017).  

● Letter written by CCF 
(D.O.NO.CWL/D/42/92/423; 
dated 9th October 1996) to the 
DC, Dibang Valley.  

● The DC, Dibang Valley District 
wrote a letter (No. DV/DEV-
15(XII)/97-98) to DFO with the 
subject “Constitution of Dibang 
Wildlife Sanctuary vis-a-vis-
Finalization of the settlement 
proceedings regarding”.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Transforming Relationship with Akru  

● Dihang-DibangBiosphereReserve, 
Dibang Wildlife Sanctuary, 
government is also in a process to 
establish tiger reserve, and 
National Park. 



● Scholars across the discipline criticized the neat division between 
physical, economic, political, cultural, environmental and social subjects 
because there was a growing awareness about the interconnectivity and 
complexities between human and non-humans (Panelli, 2010). 

● Exposing the agencies needs the interdisciplinary methods (Lorimer, 
2010). 

● ‘’More-than-human-animal relationship’’ ask to “move beyond the 
enlightenment meta-narrative” which makes a neat line of separation 
between human and non-human world (Panelli, 2010; Lorimer, 2010; 
Peterson & et al., 2016; Robbins, 2011).  

● Dibang Valley has undergone a process of change which can be 
understood from the transforming nature of relationship with Akru. 
These transformation is brought by the multiple agencies. 

 

 

 

VI. More-than-human-animal relationships 
 



Source: Prepared using the concept of Actor-Network Theory  



 
● Political and geopolitical factor has become 

the most important agent influencing the life 
of Akru and other non-humans.  

● China’s claim over Arunachal Pradesh and the 
development of infrastructure (road, rail and 
air connectivity) led the Indian government to 
deploy its forces to develop connectivity 
towards border (Shrivastva, & et al., 2023).  

● 70 percent of proposed India-China Border 
Road to be build in Arunachal (Dash, 2023). 

● The outcome is there has been a 
transformation of the tribal landscape due to 
the infrastructural development in the areas 
like Dibang Valley. such projects have 
militarized the area, there is a process to 
control the tribals to get access to their own 
community land and further depriving the 
tribes (Ziipao, 2020). 

Map 4: Road as animal agencies 

Source: Google Earth Imageries, 2019 



      How do Animals think? 
 

Multispecies ethnography try to explore how animals shape human world 
and how culture, economic and political forces shapes animal life (Kirksey 
& Helmreich, 2010). 

Why we ignore animal consciousness (Singer, 2016).  

Over two decades there has been effort given in Animal Studies to prove 
animal consciousness, their agencies and how animals have a capacity to 
learn and transmit language (Weil, 2012).  

 

 



There is Akruaheiko (means a place where akru lives) in Dri valley. It 
is a place where we can see large herds of akru, and we also hunt 
them. But, now a days, several military personnel are hunting akru. 
They hunt, take the selected portion of meat and they leave the 
leftover parts in the ground. We Idu Mishmi never leave any 
organs. We dig the organs in the ground or we simply throw it in 
the river. If akru sees the dead body of his partner then they never 
return to that place.  

—-- Kaangu Miri, Alombro village. 
 

Research cannot limit how people are shaping animal life (Kohn, 2013). 
There is a possibility to explore the dynamics if we don’t fix the meaning of 
animal life (Weil, 2012) and study the contact zones of human and non-
humans (Kirksey & Helmreich, 2010). 
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