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Mountain Peoples’ Organization, Knowledge and
Practice

Overview
Communities operate in rigorous conditions in remote areas — historically
isolated and often at odds with central government

Agroecosystems developed locally over centuries - highly adapted to micro
differences in terrain, topography and climate

Mountain Peoples’ develop systems very independently, typically with
highly decentralized, distributed decision-making and innovation

Vital for landscape and watershed management with significant impacts
downstream

Under heavy pressure from multiple factors: depopulation, environmental
change, resource availability, lack of State and external support



GIAHS - A global mechanism to recognize, support
and monitor unique agricultural heritage

FIVE CRITERIA for recognition to stimulate Policies and Investment
1) Food and Livelihood Security

2) Agro-Biodiversity

3) Local and Traditional Knowledge Systems

4) Cultures, Value Systems and Social Organizations

5) Landscapes and Seascapes Features

Developed as Action Plans for local, national and global support.

hosts global secretariat. advocates for and accompanies

the AHS sites and national systems.




nurture, build, promote and capitalize on our Agri-
Cultural Heritage for current and future generations

WAHF created to promote and sustain Ag Heritage Sites and Systems
» Advocacy: from global to local through national systems
» Policy: frameworks for recognition and institutionalization

»Resourcing: add local value and revenues through tourism, terroir
labelling and system services

»Education & Awareness: Master’s programs in Agri-Heritage

» Networking & Mobilization: expertise at the service of communities
and countries



Andean agriculture, Péru - |
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World center of plant and animal do
adapted to specific conditions

Sophisticated techniques: high altitude irrigation, dry
terracing

Three interlocked, complimentary agrosystems by
elevation

Resource base for a complex civilization: Incan Empire



https://www.flickr.com/photos/giahs/8489324150/in/album-72157630542849964/

Agro-Sylvo-Pastoral System, Léon Mountains, Spain

Watershed system with montane pasture and forest map
Communal, decentralized but networked, manageme
progressively since medieval period g s
cally specific var|t|es of livestock for adapat
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Ifugao Peoples in Banue, the Philippines



Conclusions and Implications

Highly diverse and site specific

Vital for watershed sustainability: water availability,
quality and regulation

Viability and Sustainability dependent on Local Knowledge
and continuing Innovation

Intensive given need to maintain and reinvest in the Human-
Ecosystem relation

Threatened with depopulation and resource scarcity
Need for site-specific applied research
Targeted financing for mountain systems
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